[Thymoma--a retrospective study of 48 cases].
Of the 48 thymomas operated on between 1968 and 1985 50% were associated with myasthenia gravis, in 25% diagnosis was made due to accidental X-ray findings. In the staging according to Masaoka et al. [10] the following distribution was noted: I:22, II:5, III:18, IV:3. The 5-year survival rate of the 37 curatively resected patients was 78.5% (stage I: 88.6%, stage III: 55.6%). No stage III patient with residual tumor survived more than 2 years. Predominantly epithelial tumors had a significantly worse prognosis as compared to those with lymphocytic predominance. None of the 4 patients with category II thymoma survived more than 15 months. Association with myasthenia proved to have a negative prognostic influence in stage I and II patients. Frequency of local recurrences and metastases is documented. The value of irradiation and chemotherapy is discussed.